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Santa Monica Early Childhood Task Force 

MINUTES 
Virginia Avenue Park – Pico Library Annex 

April 18, 2018 
 

Our Vision  
The vision of the Task Force is to ensure that all families who live work or attend school in Santa Monica have access to 
affordable, high quality child care and early education, and that those who provide these services are appropriately 
educated and compensated.  
  

 
Welcome and Introductions:  Iao Katagiri convened the meeting at 1:07 pm.    

 
Attendees:  

Judy Abdo 
Liz Cruz 
Shari Davis 
Iao Katagiri 
Joanne Leavitt 
Meghan Moroney 

Berenice Onofre 
Laura Benavente 
Lainy Parry 
Agatha Perez 
Susan Samarge-Powell 
Elizabeth Sanchez 

Lara Sando 
David Sonnenschein 
Ben Swett 
Julie Taren 
Jenny Trickey

City Staff:  
Andrew Gibson 
Natasha Guest Kingscote 
   

Approval of March 21, 2018 Meeting Minutes – The minutes of the March 21, 2018 meeting were approved as amended by 
unanimous consent. 

 
Reports:  

 
First 5 LA: 

 Duke University gave a report on the difference between infant mortality rates between African American 
mothers and mothers of other races; the report isolates the stress level of mothers as related to racism 
against other traditional factors such as socioeconomics and quality of care. 

 
LA County Child Care Planning Committee: 

 A report was presented on the effect of immigration on early childhood. 

 Measure of America presented a portrait of LA County; it is available online.’ 

 The committee is taking membership applications. 

 First 5 is going to help fund a consultant to develop a strategic plan along with the policy round table. Julie Taren 
will co-chair an ad hoc work group for the planning committee that will be working with consultant and staff. 

 
SMMUSD:  

 SMMUSD reported an early learning updated and highlighted afterschool programs for National Week of 
the Young Child. 



 

 
 

 The school district participated in an EDI Early Learning Exchange with UCLA, which brought together 
many communities from across the County to discuss EDI info: who is using it, what are they using it for, 
and how is it supporting student success? A validity study indicates that those who are vulnerable In 
Kindergarten tend to remain vulnerable in 3rd grade. 
 

FSSM-ECWP   

 There is currently a vacancy for the Director position. 

 FSSM will be promoting social and emotional wellbeing at the Arts & Literacy Festival. 

 They are continuing to work with CYRT to discuss long-term housing solutions. 

 They have begun working with St. John’s and other community partners to discuss the needs of families. 

 FSSM has applied for grant from LA DMH to run parent transition support groups for immigrant families with 
young children.  
 

Cradle to Career:  

 The next meeting will be April 25 and will include a presentation on the “We Are Santa Monica” campaign.  

 Building Blocks for Kindergarten materials will be distributed at the Arts & Literacy Festival. 
 

City Update:  

 Ivy Chang, the newly hired Sr. Administrative Analyst, will be present for the May Task Force meeting. 

 The Weekly Digest will resume after she has started. 
 

Building Blocks:  

 Programming is set to begin at the Library, with one of the four building blocks being featured each month.  

 There is discussion of how to get information into hands of new moms/dads/families so they understand the 
options available to them in the City of Santa Monica. 

 The Arts and Literacy Festival is coming in April; let Carla Fantozzi know about any requests for tabling.       
 

EC Lab School: 

 The SMC Board has approved the construction contract. 
 

Santa Monica College: 

 The Spring Symposium will take place May 7-12, with a keynote on May 10. The topic is Healing: Mending 
Lives and Seeking Healthfulness through Innovative Policies and Approaches.  

 
No additional reports. 

 
Announcements  

 The League of Women Voters is supporting AB2282 and SB992. 

 IDA is hosting their 3rd Annual Vivian Weinstein Leadership Day: Best Practices in Home Visiting on June 19. 

 Accredited / Gaining Accreditation 

 The RAND Conference is scheduled for May 21. 

 Childcare centers or family daycares accredited or working on accreditation with vacancies should contact Jenny 
Trickey, as she has a waitlist of fully-funded students. 

 There was discussion of difficulties in securing sites for childcare centers.  
 
Co-Chair Nomination: 

 Joanne Leavitt moved and Judy Abdo seconded to have Meghan Moroney fill the upcoming co-chair vacancy. The 
motion passed by unanimous consent. 

 
Presentation by Communications Workgroup: 

 Iao Katagiri presented briefly on the work plan developed by the Communications Workgroup, with a deeper dive to 
come at a future meeting. 

 
Adjournment – Meeting adjourned at 2:32 by Iao Katagiri. 


