
  
Santa Monica Early Childhood Task Force 

MINUTES 
Virginia Avenue Park – Pico Library Annex 

February 21, 2018 
 

Our Vision  
The vision of the Task Force is to ensure that all families who live work or attend school in Santa Monica have access to 
affordable, high quality child care and early education, and that those who provide these services are appropriately 
educated and compensated.  
  

 
Welcome and Introductions:  Iao Katagiri convened the meeting at 1:09 pm.    

 
Attendees:  

Judy Abdo 
Shari Davis 
Emily Glickman 
Betsy Hiteshew 
Louise Jaffe 
Iao Katagiri 

Joanne Leavitt 
Halie Lieberman 
Laura Manson 
Laura Ornelas 
Laura Osorio 
Lainy Parry 

Elizabeth Sanchez 
Ben Swett 
Julie Taren 
Laila Taslimi 

City Staff:  
Andrew Gibson 
Natasha Guest Kingscote 
   

Approval of December 20, 2017 Meeting Minutes – Joanne Leavitt moved and Louise Jaffe seconded to approve the  
minutes of the January 24, 2017 meeting.  

 
Reports:  

 
First 5 LA:  

 On February 22, the Policy Committee will be meeting to hear an update on Best Start Communities.   
o They will be reviewing current data on how families with young children access information, 

resources, and referrals across County departments.  
 

LA County Child Care Planning Committee: 

 February meeting was short due to hearing regarding setting zip code priorities for alternate payment 
programs. SPA 5 is not represented in priority list due to formula.  

o The Task Force discussed possible discussion between County committee and the City of Santa 
Monica regarding advocacy on this front. 

FSSM-ECWP   

 A story was shared involving a family who has done due effort to receive services but there are still no long 
term housing options several months later despite FSSM/City's efforts to keep them in short term housing.  



 

o This is just one sign of a bigger problem. Programs such as motel vouchers only offer a short term 
solution and even then they have issues; no motels on Westside will take vouchers as their 
rate exceed the voucher value and other motels fail to meet safety standards.  

o There are continued issues with families not qualifying as homeless or at-risk for homelessness as 
well as a shortage of affordable family units.  

 Laura Ornelas is leaving FSSM next month.  
 

SMMUSD EC DAC       

 The District Advisory Committee continues to hone in on priorities: data collection and district's role in 
identifying student's who should be in public preschool but aren't.                

 
EC Lab School: 

 Groundbreaking date has changed to Tuesday, March 13, from 10:30-11:30 AM. 
 

Cradle to Career: 

 There will be a special meeting following today's Task Force meeting to discuss the City's proposed CCS fee 
increases.  

 The next meeting will be April 25.  
 
City Update: 

 Homeless Count results being announced on Tuesday, March 6, at City Council.  

 The first public meeting of the Homeless Steering Committee will take place on Match 7 at Roosevelt 
Elementary.  

 
Communications Workgroup: 

 The Communications Workgroup is seeking more participants; contact Iao to become involved.   
 

No additional reports. 
 
Announcements  

 The League of Women Voters will be having their “Women Who Shape Santa Monica” event on March 22. The 
theme is “Nevertheless She Persisted.” 

 
Workgroups:  

 The Task Force broke into two workgroups to discuss 1) communications and 2) the Task Force’s role in 
supporting providers. 

 
Adjournment – Meeting adjourned at 2:46 by Iao Katagiri. 
 
 
 


